
Reading and Phonics at 
Alma Park Primary School

Key Stage 1 



Aims of session
• To share with parents and carers how reading and phonics 
are taught at Alma Park. 

• To help parents and carers to become more familiar with the 
different strategies and foci used to ensure children become

fluent, enthusiastic readers who have a clear comprehension of 
what they read.



What is 
phonics?

What is Letters 
and Sounds?

TES phonics
Small subscription required

At Alma Park we use the ‘Letters and Sounds’ publication to 
deliver 6 phonic phases across EYFS and Key Stage 1.

These websites outline what letters and sounds is and gives an overview and introduction to each phase as well as providing resources and games.

Year 1 Phonics 
Screening Check  

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/WhatIsPhonics.htm
http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/what-is-letters-and-sounds-.html
http://www.tesphonics.com/
https://www.gov.uk/government/policies/reforming-qualifications-and-the-curriculum-to-better-prepare-pupils-for-life-after-school/supporting-pages/statutory-phonics-screening-check


Every child takes part in a phonics lesson daily (Although this is not the only time phonics is happening, it is constantly being applied 
and revisited). The children are split into groups to access different phases. Your child will not always stay with the same teacher or 
the same group. Careful assessments are carried out frequently to ensure they are working at the correct level. 

Useful Apps
Here is a list of useful Apps that are available to iPads and iPods that will inspire the children to learn. We have only listed those available 
for Apple products but there are also Android versions. N.B. These Apps are only suggestion. Please read the reviews carefully before 
purchasing.

https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/mr-thorne-does-phonics-video/id837062525?mt=8 – also available to view on internet 
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/abc-pocketphonics-letter-sounds/id299342927?mt=8

Useful Websites
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/freeIndex.htm
http://www.familylearning.org.uk/phonics_games.html 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks1/literacy/phonics/play/

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks1/literacy/phonics/play/
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/abc-pocketphonics-letter-sounds/id299342927?mt=8
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks1/literacy/phonics/play/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks1/literacy/phonics/play/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks1/literacy/phonics/play/


“After nourishment, shelter and companionship, 
stories are the thing we need most in the 

world.”  Philip Pullman

“If you want your children to be 
intelligent, read them fairy tales. If 
you want them to be more 
intelligent, read them more fairy 
tales.”  Albert Einstein 



At school: age 5-6
At this age, your child will start to become a more ‘independent’ reader, having preferences for types of books and making choices 
about what to read. Don’t worry if progress seems to plateau for a bit; they make such progress in the first year of school that to 
continue at that speed would mean they would be doing A levels before they leave Primary School! They need time to consolidate 
what they’ve learned and to start to apply their reading skills to their everyday lives.

At school: age 6-7
Take a moment to think about your child’s progress. Think about that first week at school and where they are now. Most children 
at this age will be reading whole books on their own and some will be venturing beyond infant reading books to short chapter books. 
In Year 2 learning will be more formal and children will be reading much more widely for different purposes. Be supportive and don’t 
worry if you feel your child wants to revert to books they read when they were younger. We all like to revisit favourites.

Click here for more information from Oxford Owl

http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/welcome-back/for-home/reading-owl/reading


Home readers – The books that children bring home are at an 
independent level (a colour below the book band they are reading in 
school), therefore they should be reading them with relative ease.

Guided reading books – The books they read at school are at an 
instructional level, which teach the children how to develop skills.

This ensures that we maintain a balance of challenge, confidence and 
enjoyment! 



k

Does it look right? Does it sound right?
Does it make sense? 

Text: “We like to jump in the snow,” said 
Liz. 

Child reads: “We like to bounce in the 
snow,” said Liz.

It sounds right and it makes sense but 
does it look right? Look closely at the 
letters.  

Please request a leaflet from in school for more information about reading strategies and decoding words if you didn’t 
attend the reading workshop. 



k

Does it look right? Does it sound right?
Does it make sense? 

Text: Plants need water, so water the 
soil. 

Child reads: Plants need w’a’ter, so 
w’a’ter the soil.

Ask does this make sense? Does it sound 
right? What word would make sense? 
What word would fit in the sentence?
Can you use the pictures to help?  



The ability to read the words on the page is 
only the tip of the iceberg (Assessment focus 
1). There are other reading strategies which 
need to be equally developed (assessment 
focuses 2-7). 
Assessment foci are detailed on next page.





Assessment Focus 2: understand, 
describe, select or 

retrieve information, events or ideas 
from texts and use 

quotation and reference to text

Discuss the story with the children, focusing on the sequence of events 
and what happened after each one. Help the children to identify the 
main event, what had led to it, and what happened afterwards. This 
discussion will sow the seeds of understanding cause and consequence 
in stories.

Discuss the main events in the story with the 
children and ask them to draw each event. 
Each picture should be labelled with a caption 
to indicate the event.



Assessment Focus 3: 
deduce, infer or 
interpret 
information, events 
or ideas from texts

Discuss the terms ‘title’, ‘cover’, and 
‘blurb’ with the children and ask them 
to use these to predict what the book 
might be about. 

Discuss the characters in the children’s book. Talk about 
their appearance and their responses to events and 
other characters. Encourage the children to give 
reasons for their observations. The picture the children 
draw can reflect their response to the character rather 
than be a copy of an illustration.



Assessment Focus 4: identify 
and comment on the 

structure and organisation
of texts, including 
grammatical and 

presentational features at 
text level

Help children to decide upon four headings to separate what 
they have learned from their non-fiction book, e.g. a book on 
hedgehogs could be separated into appearance, diet, 
habitat, babies. Encourage the children to use single words 
or short phrases to list what they have learned on the spider 
diagram.

Discuss what the children already know about the subject 
of the book. Encourage them to think about things they 
would like to know. Help them to pose questions that 
have a good chance of being answered. However, it is 
useful for children to realise that sometimes they have to 
find another source of information if a book does not 
contain all that they need.



Assessment Focus 5: explain and 
comment on writers’ use 

of language, including grammatical 
and literary features 

at word and sentence level 

Children’s writing is a direct 
reflection of what they have been 
taught and what they have read. 
Encourage the children to collect 
words and phrases that are effective 
in conveying meaning and images 
that they may use in their own 
writing.



Assessment Focus 6: identify 
and comment on writers’ 

purposes and viewpoints, and 
the overall effect

of the text on the reader
Encourage the children to discuss their likes and 
dislikes in the books that they have read. Ensure 
that they justify what it is that they like or dislike. 
Help them to articulate their preferences by 
giving them ‘hooks’: 

I liked the part when . . . because . . .

I didn’t like it when . . . because . . .



Assessment Focus 7: relate 
texts to their social, 
cultural and historical 

traditions


