
Written calculation policy 

 Addition Subtraction Multiplication Division 
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From spring term: using a 
number line counting on in 
units within 20. 

 
 

From spring term: using a 
number line counting back in 
units within 20. 

Arrays 2,5,10 
 

 

Sharing leading to grouping 2,5,10 
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Using a number line moving to 
more efficient steps i.e. 
counting a ten then units up to  
2 digit numbers within 100 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Using a number line moving to 
more efficient steps i.e. 
counting back a ten then units 
up to 2 digit numbers within 
100 

 
 

Using a number line single jumps U x 
U Teen x U (15 x 5 would be 10 x 5 
then 5 x 5) 
 

Using a number line and single jumps up to 10th 
multiple of 2,5 or 10. Progress to remainders 
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Addition with partitioning progressed 
to the vertical column method up to 3 
digits 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Expanded vertical column 
method up to 3 digits 
 

 

Moving from a number line to 
partitioning and the grid method 
 
 

Using a number line Chunking 2,5,10,3,4,8 TU÷U 
remainders By EOY go up to 30th multiple so that 
children can subtract groups of 10x ... 
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Compact vertical method up to 4 
digits 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Decomposition up to 4 digits 

 

 

Grid method TU x U HTU x U 
moving to expanded 

 
 

Short division of 2 and 3 digit numbers with remainders 
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Compact vertical method up to 5 
digits  

 
 

Decomposition up to 5 digits 
 
 

Compact vertical method HTU x U. 
Expanded vertical method used as a 
bridge to understanding long 
multiplication as in Year 6 (children move 
when ready) HTU x TU TU x TU 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Short division ThHTU÷U Remainders 
expressed also as decimals and fractions 
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Compact vertical method up to 6 
digits 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Decomposition up to 5 digits 
 
 
 
 
 

Long ,multiplication ThHTU x TU 

 
 

Long division Up to 2 dp. ThHTTU ÷ U 
 



 


